Belsize Residents Association
CHAIR’S REPORT FOR 2017
Thanks for your support of the BRA during 2017.
On the planning front, BRA’s efforts regarding the major development at 100 Avenue Road
continued with the focus turning to the Construction Management Plan. We have made
comments and participated in meetings about the Plan. The Association has continued to be
involved in other local planning matters and has contributed to a consultation about the
revising of the local planning guidance.
We continue to monitor local tree applications, commenting on or objecting to 24 out of 186.
We examined around 130 planning applications, commenting on or objecting to 42 of them.
We made a significant investment in our two noticeboards last year, which needed
refurbishing. The costs were partly met by a successful application to Camden for the funds
derived from Community Infrastructure Levy.
Our financial position remains healthy, improving somewhat from last year and reserves are
now back to the levels before the expenditure on the 100 Avenue Road planning appeal in
2015. We were able to make donations to support local activities, including the Belsize
Festival, Belsize Village Christmas Lights and local charities.
There have been several successful BRA events; we had a sunny day for the annual summer
garden party and this year’s carol singing was well-attended, despite the rain. We welcomed
a new lead for the carol singing, Matthew Watts and raised a considerable sum for Marie
Curie. In the autumn, we could extend a kind invitation to members to attend the launch event
for the book “Belsize Remembered“.
In addition to our quarterly newsletters, we continue to send electronic communications to
members. There have also been improvements to the website and members received the
2017 edition of Tradesmen You Can Trust.
During the year, 31 new member households joined the Association but, after taking account
of those not renewing, there was a net decrease of two members. This brings the total paid
membership to xxx. We held a well-attended new members event early in 2017.
It is thanks to all the hard work of the committee and many other members that we are able
to maintain our wide range of activities successfully. We are very grateful to everyone who
continued their work for us in 2017 and to all those who took on new tasks. A list of candidates
standing for election will be circulated at the AGM.
Prabhat Vaze – Chair

