
Belsize Residents Association 

Report on Annual General Meeting 2017 

The AGM took place on 6th March at our new venue, Belsize Square Synagogue. Over 70 
members attended the  meeting in this pleasant location. 

Following the Chair’s report, there were some questions and comments on CS11, the Hall 
School and Royal Free Hospital extension plans. For the first, it was agreed that whilst a safe 
cycle lane is needed for Finchley Road, changing the gyratory system was a step too far and 
there was concern that freedoms were being given to cyclists at the expense of pedestrians. TfL 
and the Council are doing some traffic modelling to take account of some of the objections and 
suggestions made, and the BRA will keep members informed. 

Residents against the Hall School development have initiated a report which indicates that 
some of the planning application report documents may be either inaccurate or have not been 
done. The committee hearing is expected by the end of March. 

The BRA has objected to the considerable narrowing of the path between the RFH and 
Hampstead Green, partly on the grounds that the original plans were not clear about this 
intention, nor about the effects on St Stephen’s church. 

Much of the meeting was spent discussing the proposed new status of the Association. The 
main driver for change to a Charitable Incorporated Organisation is that responsibility of the 
trustees will be corporate rather than individual. Our Committee members, who organise our 
work on large projects such as the 100 Avenue Road planning enquiry, would not need to 
sign contracts personally or become personally liable for any unpaid costs (which of course 
we avoided but the risk remains). After a lively discussion, the meeting agreed by a 
substantial majority for the Committee to continue its research and to produce charitable 
objectives, culminating with a General Meeting in the Autumn for a definitive vote about the 
Association’s change of status. 

Finally, the Treasurer presented the accounts for 2016 which were accepted nem.con as were 
the committee nominations for 2017-18, after which the informal part of the AGM, namely 
conversation, tea and homemade cakes became the order of the day. 


